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rural communities, and the success of 
all of Alaska—from its economy, to its 
lands, and the issues everyday families 
talked about over dinner. Rough 
around the edges at times, that is the 
way he wanted to be. That is just who 
he was. Like the vast and wild State he 
represented, Don was never one to back 
down from what he believed. Again and 
again, he put in the work to get things 
done. 

Beyond his words, his accomplish-
ments, his work, Don was genuine. All 
you had to do was to sit down with him 
in his office and understand how he had 
a story for almost everything, from his 
time in the Yukon River on tugboats, 
to hunting, to just enjoying life and his 
family. He was genuine. He was real. 
And more than anything else, he was 
my friend. I will miss him deeply. We 
always miss good people like that, peo-
ple that really have an impact on our 
lives personally and the lives of people 
that he represented and the lives of his 
family. He was a good, real person. 

Last fall, I shook hands on a friendly 
wager with Don for Alaska’s Katmai 
National Park’s Fat Bear Week. I never 
had that type of a bet with Don before, 
and I didn’t know much about bears. 
We agreed with each other that which-
ever Congressman chose the bear that 
went further in the annual competition 
he would win a district product from 
the other’s home district. And when 
my bear won—well, obviously, I was 
surprised. Don told me that I would 
never have a chance of winning at all 
because I knew nothing about bears, 
but I got lucky. And he smiled, as only 
Don could do. Don was true to his 
word. He brought me back a jar of 
smoked salmon from Alaska. 

Yesterday, I joined Members on both 
sides of the aisle as we paid our re-
spects to his life and legacy in the Cap-
itol. I could tell a lot of stories about 
Don, but when I was a freshman here, I 
went to him—he had this unique abil-
ity to work on Native American 
issues—and I said to him, I have a lit-
tle bit of a problem here with some 
issue in trying to find some votes. We 
sat and talked for a while. He said, give 
me a few minutes. And the next thing 
you knew, about 5 minutes later, he 
came back, and he said, Well, you have 
got your votes. Let’s get this thing 
passed. 

As the dean of the House, Don set an 
example for all of us to follow: Re-
specting one another; honoring one an-
other; working with one another. I was 
honored to work across the aisle from 
him to uplift the Tribal communities, 
our rural communities, and often-over-
looked States. He was so passionate 
about rural America. He was so pas-
sionate about the quality of life that 
he had up in Alaska. He went back 
there each and every time, back and 
forth because of his love for his State. 

Madam Speaker, today, my thoughts 
are with his wife Anne, his children, 
and with the State of Alaska, who have 
lost an advocate and a giant. 

PRESIDENT BIDEN’S BUDGET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. ROSE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, on Mon-
day, President Biden released a budget 
proposal calling for the highest sus-
tained level of government spending in 
American history. 

Unfortunately, despite record-high 
inflation caused by his administra-
tion’s reckless and out-of-control 
spending, President Biden’s budget re-
quest fails to fight inflation and leaves 
our military woefully unprepared if en-
acted as is. Instead, it uses budget 
tricks and misguided projections, com-
bined with already-expiring spending 
programs, to forecast an unrealistic de-
crease in the deficit, all while raising 
taxes. 

In fact, the White House assumed in-
flation would only be 2.3 percent for 
this year when, in reality, the actual 
inflation rate is running at 7.9 percent. 
Furthermore, they used an extremely 
low interest rate forecast, even though 
the Federal Reserve recently raised in-
terest rates and signaled more rate in-
creases would be on the way. Worst of 
all, they take credit for the temporary 
spending programs used to combat the 
pandemic that are already set to expire 
and are calling it a spending cut. 

The only explanation for such drastic 
errors and misguided messaging is that 
the Biden administration intentionally 
wanted to mislead the American people 
and save face for a failed first year of 
one-party Democratic control. It is ab-
surd that President Biden thinks he 
can pull the wool over the American 
people’s eyes and fool them into think-
ing he has taken the issues of inflation, 
the debt, and the deficit seriously. 

But we know that is not the case be-
cause President Biden and Congres-
sional Democrats spent trillions of tax 
dollars during the first year of com-
plete Democratic control to enact their 
ultra-leftwing agenda and satisfy their 
so-called progressive base, resulting in 
an increase in inflation every month 
President Biden has been in office. 

Even after a year of record spending 
on unnecessary social programs and 
burdensome environmental regulations 
that terminate American jobs and 
make us reliant on foreign energy, the 
President did not learn his lesson. His 
budget proposal spends billions of dol-
lars on Green New Deal initiatives 
while doing everything possible to 
eliminate the American oil and gas in-
dustry. 

The worst part of President Biden’s 
bloated budget is what it means for 
America’s Armed Services. If we want 
the future of our military to be as 
strong as our current military then, at 
the very least, it would need to be 
funded at the same level of inflation. 
Instead, military spending only in-
creases by 4 percent, well below the 
current level of 7.9 percent and future 
projections. 

b 1115 

Amid an active land war in Europe, 
President Biden’s budget would shrink 
the Active-Duty Army to just 473,000 
troops. That would leave the service at 
its smallest size since 1940. 

Before releasing his budget, Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin told the Presi-
dent that inflation would make it dif-
ficult to buy the ships that the Navy 
needs to continue to develop new weap-
ons and to pay our troops at a fair 
wage. Apparently, the President didn’t 
listen. 

How can we expect to compete with 
China and other adversaries if we are 
decreasing the size and strength of our 
military and are unable to fund the re-
search for new weapons? We simply 
cannot. 

It has become apparent that Presi-
dent Biden’s White House has adopted 
a uniform policy when combating infla-
tion. If you close your eyes, cover your 
ears, plug your nose, and bite your 
tongue, inflation ceases to exist. We 
know that is not the case. 

Madam Speaker, I have repeatedly 
called on the President to unleash 
America’s energy independence, reign 
in government spending, eliminate the 
burdensome taxes and regulations on 
job-creating industries and families, 
and return to the policies that put 
America first. 

Thankfully, Congress will decide 
what to spend for the sake of our con-
stituents, for our children, and those 
that follow after them. Let’s hope we 
can come together and pass a budget 
that puts the brakes on inflation and 
prevents our country from driving off a 
fiscal cliff. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 16 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. SCANLON) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

O Lord, our God, blessed is the one 
who trusts in You, whose confidence is 
in You. We ask Your blessing then on 
the people of Ukraine, who hold fast to 
the hope of Your deliverance. 

Grant the Ukrainian spirit of resil-
ience and righteousness success as that 
of David over Goliath. May their faith-
fulness be the weapon that confounds 
the reach of the enemy. May their 
trust in You assure their survival. 
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God, be a sign to the world that You 

are the refuge of the faithful, that 
their accusers are discredited by their 
own acts of disgrace. 

Intervene in the ongoing hostilities 
and speak into the peace talks. Put 
Your divine thumb on the scales that 
portend a zero-sum game and counter-
balance the wickedness of power with 
the power of virtue and the value of 
human life. 

Defeat division with reconciliation, 
enmity with mutual concord that all 
would know of Your protection and 
would yield to Your purpose. 

You have allowed the world to wit-
ness these recent troubles, many and 
bitter. We pray we may soon give testi-
mony to how You restore life again to 
those whose confidence is in You; that 
You alone bring accord out of discord 
to those who trust in You, and hope 
from despair to those who believe in 
Your salvation. 

It is in Your sovereign name we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(a) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the Journal of the last day’s 
proceedings is approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
ROSS) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. ROSS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

NC STATE WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
CHAMPIONS 

(Ms. ROSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the extraordinary 
achievements of the NC State women’s 
basketball team, who won their third 
straight ACC championship this year. 

On Monday night, the entire Wolf-
pack community watched an incredible 
game as the women played their hearts 
out against UConn. 

Our players fought until the very 
end, coming back in the second half 
after trailing by double digits, scoring 
a 3 pointer that sent them into double 
overtime. 

It was no easy feat, playing UConn in 
their own territory, and NC State 
never gave up. 

Too often, women athletes don’t get 
the attention they deserve. The team 
was an example to all female athletes 
and all boys and girls seeking to play 
at the collegiate level. 

Congratulations to the Wolfpack on a 
fantastic season. 

f 

HONORING IRENE BURNETT 

(Mr. POSEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the most competent, re-
spected, and effective advocate for chil-
dren and families that I have ever 
known, someone who has made a dif-
ference in the lives of countless Space 
Coast families, Irene Burnett. 

When the space center was developed 
in the early 1960s, there were almost no 
social services, so Irene was brought in 
to lead the Human Planning Council. 

Irene devoted herself to serving the 
health, mental health, and social needs 
of our communities, establishing cir-
cles of care, the first dental clinic, and 
the first legal aid society. 

Irene’s philosophy was: ‘‘We don’t 
work with blind or disabled, we work 
with people,’’ always stressing the im-
portance of not only helping individ-
uals but families as well. 

Irene exemplifies servant heart lead-
ership. Thus, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in saluting Irene Burnett’s life-
time of service. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF CESAR E. CHAVEZ 

(Mr. CÁRDENAS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CÁRDENAS. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life and legacy 
of labor and civil rights leader, Cesar 
E. Chavez. 

Born in Yuma, Arizona, Cesar worked 
with his family in the fields of Amer-
ica’s southwest. 

After serving in the United States 
Navy, Cesar began organizing for the 
human dignity and respect of all farm-
workers, farmworkers like my father 
and grandfather, who did backbreaking 
working in the fields of California. 

Cesar’s powerful message of hope and 
opportunity motivated a generation to 
stand up and demand the respect and 
dignity their work deserves. 

He taught us the importance of non-
violent activism to fight for fair wages 
and fair treatment that helped put the 
American Dream within reach for hard-
working immigrant families, but his 
legacy extends beyond agriculture. 

He spent his life making sure our Na-
tion lived up to its core values of free-
dom, justice, and equality for all. His 
timeless vision of hope for a better 
world continues to inspire us every sin-
gle day. 

Today, on what would have been his 
95th birthday, let us reflect on Cesar’s 

life’s work and carry forward the leg-
acy he set forth. ‘‘Si, se puede.’’ ‘‘Yes, 
we can.’’ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE RE-
SERVE ORGANIZATION OF AMER-
ICA 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, happy 100th anniver-
sary to the Reserve Organization of 
America, formerly known as the Re-
serve Officers Association of the United 
States. 

As the only organization solely dedi-
cated to supporting the Reserve compo-
nents at all ranks of all services, the 
ROA is a professional association that 
supports the rights and benefits of its 
members and their families, promoting 
national security. 

I know firsthand the effectiveness of 
ROA, having served with Colonel Leon-
ard Metz as Midland’s chapter presi-
dent. 

Shortly after World War I, in 1922, 
General John J. Pershing helped estab-
lish the ROA to ensure that America 
had a strong Reserve force to reinforce 
peace through strength. 

ROA membership is open to all Fed-
erally commissioned officers, warrant 
officers, noncommissioned officers, en-
listed, and their families of all serv-
ices, along with the Public Health 
Service and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th and the global war on terrorism 
which comes to America, sadly, from a 
safe haven in Afghanistan. 

Long live Volodymyr Zelenskyy. 

f 

CAPPING THE COST OF INSULIN 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam 
Speaker, over 34 million people in the 
United States have diabetes. 

Nearly a quarter require insulin to 
stay alive, but the cost of insulin is 
bankrupting American families, and 
that must change. 

According to research conducted by 
RAND, Americans pay an average of 
$99 for a unit of insulin while Cana-
dians spend just $12. 

This study looked at insulin prices in 
32 other countries. It found that the 
cost of insulin was always higher, often 
5 and 10 times more expensive for peo-
ple living in the United States versus 
that of people living in other countries. 

That is why I rise today in support of 
legislation that would cap the max-
imum cost of insulin at $35 a month. 

Insulin is necessary and lifesaving. It 
shouldn’t be costing families their life 
savings. 
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